THE   BEGINNINGS   OF   THE   MIDDLE   AGES
salt.1 In the loth century the Jews possessed salt works near
Nuremberg.2 They also traded in arms, and exploited the
treasuries of the churches.3
But their great speciality, as we have already seen, was their
trade in slaves. Some of these slaves were sold in the country,
but the majority were exported to Spain. We know that at the
close of the pth century the centre of the trade in slaves and
eunuchs was Verdun.4 Our information as to the sale of eunuchs
dates from the loth century, but between 891 and 900 the Miracula
S. Bertini speak of Verdunenses negotiators going to Spain. Accord-
ing to Luitprand this trade was enormously profitable. The trade
in slaves was strictly prohibited in 779 and 78i,5 and again in 845.6
Nevertheless, it continued. Agobard shows that this trade has
existed for a long time, and was doubtless the continuation of the
trade of the Merovingian epoch. He mentions that at the beginning
of the 9th century a man came to Lyons after escaping from
Cordova, where he had been sold as a slave by a Jew of Lyons. And
in this connection he asserts that people had told him of children
whom the Jews had stolen or bought in order to sell them.7
Lastly, it must be added that the Jews also traded in silver,
concerning which branch of commerce we have little information.
In addition to these wealthy Jews, who were travelling mer-
chants, there were probably small brokers or pedlars who fre-
quented the markets. But it was the Jews who continued to carry
on the wholesale trade. And the goods in which they traded were
precisely those which a text of 806 mentions as constituting the
speciality of the mentions: gold, silver, slaves, and spices.8
1	M.G.H. CAHT., Vol. II, p. 250,
2	aronius, Regesten zur Geschichte derjuden, p. 56.
8 Dictum est nobis, quod negotiators Judaei necnon et alii gloriantur, quod
quicquid eis placeat possint ab els emere. m.g.h. capit., vol. I, p. 1311 a° 806.
4
6	m.g.h. capit., vol. I, p. 51 and p. 190.	6 Ibid., voL n, p. 419.
7	Epist., loc. at., p. 185, and cotoie, op. cit., pp. 541-542*
8	Auro, argento et gemmis, artnis ac vestibus nee non et mandpiis non waits
et his speciebus quae proprie ad negotiator pqfinere tfwowfwr, m.g.h.
vol. I, p. 129.
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